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the palace of a coup de main:—if the famous A. B. plot1 be inadequate to i.h.> purpose.
You are too warmly remembered by every member of my family, My Dear Sir, to have made your letter indifferent to any one of them, and it came only in aid of the frequent occasions we have to think and talk of you. It atones in some small degree too, let me say, for the heinous offence you committed, in leaving Delaware to your left, on your way home, and for remaining in Philadelphia no longer than to allow me time to arrive there a few hours after you had taken your departure in the steam boat; I take it for granted tho'—to use the language of our friend Archer—that you would not have dared to have committed this outrage upon friends who deserve better at your hands, if you had not coupled with it the resolution of a summer's visit—and let me hope that this event may be rendered more probable by the coming trial of the speed of New York and Virginia, which will force you to Long Island. I shall send a very pressing summons for Archer, and I should be exceedingly happy, if you could prevail upon Gen'l Van Ilenssalaer to escort you hither, taking care to bring with you Master John, for whom you have already made promise1?, with which he may not be entirely disposed to comply. But fill your suite as you please, and you will gratify me most. I can promise you little more than the pleasure of making us all very happy with your society, and to show you, in the small circle of our friends, in how humble a village I am content to toil away my time. We will together examine Philadelphia and its environs and together inspect the pea patch to be the better prepared to silence Gen. Cocke3 in next winter's campaign. Baltimore too, is at hand, and even Richmond, should you be inclined to migrate so far south, is within our reach.
In the end, with the best regards of Mrs. McLane, believe me, my dear Sir, most affectionately yours
L. McLANK.
In this cordial and unstudied letter and in the inferences it justifies in respect to the, nature of my communications generally to and from him the spirit and scope of my political partisanship are truly delineated. In them, I trust, will be perceived an unaffected solicitude for a sincere unity in tho political faith to which I professed to adhere as the only proper basis of political co-operation and a deprecation of combinations of individual leaders and of factions for the attainment of personal or party ends without care for the actual political principles and feelings of those engaged in them, such as have unhappily become too common in later times. It was a union and concert of action in favour of the old Republican creed, looking to the public good as tho end of our labours, that I desired to consummate with Mr. McLane and Avhich he appears here and always professed to be most willing to concede. Although so widely and perseveringly charged through my whole life with being a political intriguant such and no more have been the substantive aims of my political operations. I have never pretended indifference or in-
1The A. B. plot, so-called, was a scries of scurrilous articles by Ninian Edwards In tho Washington Republican, signed A. B., having for their purpose the discrediting of Crawford to the consequent advantage of Culhoun's presidential chances. See Wm. M. Moig's Life of Calhoun (N. Y., 1917) vol. 1, pp. 294, ct scq.
2 Philip St. George Cocke and the controversy as to the United States' title to Pea Patch Island In the Delaware River,r the whir i<|' t;*«iri  Uarper, tuettn  In  h»),e
